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Thirza Nathania Toni 
 
 
 

ABSTRAK 
 
 

Gender (feminitas dan maskulinitas) merupakan salah satu konstruk sosial 
yang representasinya sering kali muncul pada media massa. Maskulinitas 
sering direpresentasikan melalui perilaku yang dominan, tangguh dan tidak 
jarang dikaitkan pada berbagai aksi kekerasan dan atau pelecehan. Ide 
maskulinitas yang kaku dan berlebihan dapat disebut sebagai toxic 
masculinity. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisa representasi toxic 
masculinity dalam musim pertama serial televisi Euphoria yang 
direpresentasikan oleh karakter Nate Jacobs. Peneliti mengupas representasi 
melalui semiotika yang dikembangkan oleh John Fiske, yang dibagi menjadi 
level realitas, level representasi dan level idelogi. Ditemukan bahwa 
karakteristik toxic masculinity yang paling sering muncul adalah misogini, 
agresi dan kontrol, kejauhan emosional, hingga kekerasan fisik sebagai 
bentuk dominasi dan penyelesaian masalah. 

 
Kata kunci: John Fiske, Semiotika, Serial Televisi, Toxic Masculinity 
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REPRESENTATION OF TOXIC MASCULINITY IN TV 

SHOW “EUPHORIA” (USING JOHN FISKE’S SEMIOTIC 

ANALYSIS) 

 
Thirza Nathania Toni 

 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
 

Gender (feminine and masculine) is a social construct that are often 
represented in mass media. In many cases, masculinity are represented 
through dominant and tough traits. Often than not, these traits are linked 
to actions that involves physical violence and or abuse. This rigid and 
extreme definition and behaviour of masculinity can be considered as 
‘toxic masculinity’. This paper aim to analyse the representation of toxic 
masculinity in the first season of the TV show Euphoria. This qualitative 
study utilised John Fiske’s model of semiotics, which can be categorised 
through levels of reality, representation, and ideology, in its respective 
codes. This paper found that few of the most prominent dimensions of toxic 
masculinity represented in the TV show are misogynistic behaviour, needs 
of aggression and control, emotional detachment and the use of physical 
violence as means of dominance and problem solving. 

 
Keywords: John Fiske, Semiotics, Toxic Masculinity, TV Series 
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