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ABSTRAK 

 

Dalam era digital, film bukan hanya media hiburan, tetapi juga alat kuat untuk 

menyampaikan pesan mendalam melalui visual yang telah dibangun. Penulis 

berperan sebagai Director of photography, sangat penting dalam mengubah cerita 

menjadi visual yang kuat, pada penelitian ini penulis akan menggunakan teknik 

pencahayaan chiaroscuro beserta komposisi untuk digunakan dalam film pendek 

"Jaga Malam" yang bertujuan menciptakan atmosfer misterius dan membangun 

suspense visual. Cerita mengikuti perjalanan seorang satpam muda yang bernama 

Adam, yang harus menghadapi ketakutannya sendiri sambil menjaga koperasi 

tempatnya bekerja untuk biaya pengobatan istrinya. Namun, saat mengejar 

pencuri Adam menyadari bahwa kenyataannya lebih rumit, membawanya ke 

dalam teka-teki kriminal yang menguji kebenaran. Dengan demikian, penggunaan 

teknik Chiaroscuro lighting bertujuan untuk meningkatkan keterlibatan penonton 

dengan karakter utama dan menyoroti kompleksitas naratif.  

 

Kata kunci: Chiaroscuro, Director of Photography, komposisi, Suspense, 

Sinematografi. 
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APPLICATION OF CHIAROSCURO LIGHTING AND 

COMPOSITION TECHNIQUES TO BUILD SUSPENSE IN THE 

SHORT FILM "NIGHT GUARD" 

 (Muhammad Adla Rasikhun) 

 

ABSTRACT 

In the digital era, films serve not only as entertainment but also as powerful tools 

to convey profound messages through carefully constructed visuals. The role of 

the Director of Photography is pivotal in transforming the story into strong 

visuals, and in this study, the focus will be on employing the Chiaroscuro lighting 

technique along with composition for use in the short film "Night Watch," aimed 

at creating a mysterious atmosphere and building visual Suspense.The story 

follows the journey of a young security guard, Adam, who must confront his own 

fears while safeguarding the cooperative where he works to cover his wife's 

medical expenses. However, in pursuit of a thief, Adam realizes that reality is 

more complex, leading him into a criminal mystery that tests the truth. Thus, the 

use of Chiaroscuro lighting technique aims to enhance audience engagement with 

the main character and highlight the narrative complexity. 

Keywords: Chiaroscuro, Cinematography Composition Director of Photography, 

Suspense.  
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