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REPRESENTASI PEMILIHAN UMUM CALON PRESIDEN
DAN CALON WAKIL PRESIDEN 2024 DALAM KARTUN
EDITORIAL DI HARIAN KOMPAS

Antonius Sulistyo Prabowo
ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini menganalisis representasi Pemilihan Umum Calon Presiden dan
Calon Wakil Presiden 2024 dalam kartun editorial di harian Kompas. Pemilu 2024
menjadi sorotan publik karena diwarnai berbagai isu yang berpotensi memengaruhi
kualitas demokrasi, seperti politik dinasti dan politik uang. Tujuan penelitian adalah
untuk mengungkap makna denotasi, konotasi, dan mitos terkait pemilu serta
menganalisis bentuk-bentuk representasinya dalam kartun editorial. Penelitian
menggunakan paradigma konstruktivis dengan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif.
Data primer berupa 11 kartun editorial Kompas yang terbit selama masa pencalonan
presiden dan wakil presiden (19 Oktober 2023 - 10 Februari 2024), dianalisis
menggunakan semiotika Roland Barthes. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan kartun
editorial merepresentasikan pemilu sebagai ajang kontestasi citra dan personalitas
kandidat daripada substansi program, diwarnai praktik politik uang dan
penyalahgunaan kekuasaan, serta diselimuti ketidakpastian hukum dan tarik-
menarik kepentingan elit. Kartun juga menggambarkan ancaman terhadap integritas
demokrasi seperti polarisasi masyarakat dan potensi kecurangan. Mitos yang
muncul antara lain kekuasaan politik 'kawula-gusti', politik uang sebagai realitas
yang tak terhindarkan, serta demokrasi tanpa demos. Kesimpulannya, kartun
editorial Kompas merepresentasikan pemilu capres-cawapres sebagai proses politik
yang masih diwarnai banyak tantangan, mulai dari dominasi citra dan modal hingga
ancaman terhadap integritas demokrasi.

Kata kunci: pemilu, kartun editorial, representasi, semiotika, demokrasi
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REPRESENTATION OF THE 2024 PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN EDITORIAL CARTOONS IN

KOMPAS DAILY NEWSPAPER

Antonius Sulistyo Prabowo
ABSTRACT

This research analyzes the representation of the Presidential and Vice Presidential
Election in editorial cartoons published by Kompas daily newspaper. The 2024
election has drawn public attention due to various issues that could potentially
affect the quality of democracy, such as dynastic politics and money politics. The
research aims to reveal the denotation, connotation, and myths related to the
election and analyze their forms of representation in editorial cartoons. The study
uses a constructivist paradigm with a descriptive qualitative approach. The primary
data consists of 11 Kompas editorial cartoons published during the presidential
and vice presidential nomination period (October 19, 2023 - February 10, 2024),
analyzed using Roland Barthes' semiotics. The research findings show that the
editorial cartoons represent the election as an arena for image and personality
contestation rather than substantial programs, marked by money politics and abuse
of power, and shrouded in legal uncertainty and elite interest conflicts. The
cartoons also depict threats to democratic integrity such as social polarization and
potential fraud. The emerging myths include the 'master-servant' political power,
money politics as an inevitable reality, and democracy without demos. In
conclusion, Kompas editorial cartoons represent the presidential-vice presidential
election as a political process still colored by many challenges, ranging from the
dominance of image and capital to threats to democratic integrity.

Keywords: election, editorial cartoons, representation, semiotics, democracy
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