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AKTIVITAS SCIENCE COMMUNICATION SPECIALISTS
PADA LEMBAGA ALAM TROPIKA INDONESIA (LATIN)

Rafaela Janice Pingkan Assa

ABSTRAK

Keanekaragaman hayati Indonesia memiliki peran penting sebagai penyangga
kehidupan, khususnya dalam mendukung kesehatan, ketahanan pangan, dan energi.
Namun, dalam beberapa dekade terakhir, kawasan hutan di Indonesia menghadapi
berbagai tantangan, terutama akibat eksploitasi sumber daya alam yang tidak
berkelanjutan, yang berdampak pada kerusakan lingkungan serta persoalan sosial
dan ekonomi masyarakat sekitar hutan. Kondisi tersebut menunjukkan perlunya
pendekatan pengelolaan hutan yang lebih inklusif dan berkelanjutan dengan
melibatkan masyarakat lokal. Perhutanan sosial hadir sebagai kebijakan strategis
yang bertujuan meningkatkan kesejahteraan masyarakat sekaligus menjaga
kelestarian hutan. Meskipun demikian, implementasi perhutanan sosial di lapangan
masih menghadapi berbagai kendala, seperti tumpang tindih klaim, ketidakjelasan
hak kepemilikan, serta lemahnya penegakan hukum. Oleh karena itu, penguatan
kapasitas dan pendampingan masyarakat menjadi aspek penting dalam mendukung
keberhasilan perhutanan sosial. Kegiatan magang ini dilaksanakan di Lembaga
Alam Tropika Indonesia (LATIN), sebuah lembaga nonpemerintah yang berfokus
pada isu kehutanan dan perhutanan sosial. Melalui perannya sebagai perantara
pengetahuan, LATIN berkontribusi dalam pembangunan jejaring, pengelolaan
pengetahuan, serta pengembangan program penelitian dan pendampingan
masyarakat. Kegiatan magang ini bertujuan untuk memberikan pengalaman
langsung kepada penulis dalam memahami dinamika implementasi perhutanan
sosial dan peran lembaga pendamping dalam mendukung pengelolaan hutan yang
lestari dan berkelanjutan.

Kata Kkunci: Perhutanan Sosial, Keanekaragaman Hayati, Pendampingan
Masyarakat
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SCIENCE COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES AT THE LEMBAGA
ALAM TROPIKA INDONESIA (LATIN)

Rafaela Janice Pingkan Assa

ABSTRACT

Indonesia’s biodiversity plays a crucial role as a life-support system, particularly
in supporting health, food security, and energy sustainability. However, over the
past decades, forest areas in Indonesia have faced significant challenges, mainly
due to unsustainable exploitation of natural resources, which has led to
environmental degradation as well as social and economic problems for forest-
dependent communities. This condition highlights the need for a more inclusive and
sustainable forest management approach that actively involves local communities.
Social forestry has emerged as a strategic policy aimed at improving community
welfare while conserving forest ecosystems. Nevertheless, the implementation of
social forestry in practice still encounters various obstacles, including overlapping
land claims, unclear tenure rights, and weak law enforcement. Therefore,
community capacity building and facilitation are essential to support the effective
implementation of social forestry. This internship was conducted at the Indonesian
Tropical Forest Institute (LATIN), a non-governmental organization focusing on
forestry and social forestry issues. Through its role as a knowledge broker, LATIN
contributes to knowledge networking, knowledge management, and the
development of research and community facilitation programs. This internship
aims to provide the author with practical experience in understanding the dynamics
of social forestry implementation and the role of facilitating institutions in
supporting sustainable forest management.

Keywords: Biodiversity, Social Forestry, Community Facilitation
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